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Two suspects in the murder of former Paraguayan Vice President Luis Maria Argana in March 1999
escaped from a Buenos Aires prison on Sept. 17, causing major embarrassment to the government of
Argentine President Fernando de la Rua.
Alleged Paraguayan contract killers Fidencio Vega Barrios and Luis Alberto Rojas, along with an
Argentine prisoner, escaped from the Departamento Central de Policia in downtown Buenos Aires.
The 112-year-old center is one of the most heavily guarded buildings in Buenos Aires and has never
suffered an escape. The three escapees beat a fellow inmate and threatened a female police officer
with a knife early Sunday, authorities said.
When a second officer intervened, they overpowered him, seized his gun, and escaped through the
cell-block door left open by the first officer before walking out the main entrance of the building.

Paraguayans linked to Gen. Lino Oviedo
The Paraguayans had been arrested in February and were awaiting extradition. They were
implicated in Argana's assassination by Pablo Vera Esteche, arrested in Asuncion in October 1999,
who confessed to involvement in the murder.
The suspected intellectual author of Argana's assassination, Gen. Lino Oviedo, fled Paraguay shortly
after the murder and was granted asylum in Argentina by former President Carlos Saul Menem. He
disappeared shortly before de la Rua took office on Dec. 10. Oviedo was arrested in Brazil earlier this
year where he is now fighting extradition to Paraguay (see NotiSur, 2000-06-16).
Argentine Federal Judge Daniel Criscuolo approved the extradition of Rojas and Vega Barrios on
April 4, but their lawyer filed an appeal with the Corte Suprema, which had not yet ruled on the
appeal.
The Paraguayans escaped with another inmate, Agustin Cabrera, in jail for bank robbery. He had
been transferred to the prison a week earlier to testify about his escape from another prison two
years ago after bribing the guards. Government investigates escape Argentine border patrols were
placed on maximum alert after the escape, and police combed airports, set up check points on
highways, and increased port and river patrols.
Government officials said more than 15,000 Argentine police, coast-guard patrols, and soldiers are
involved in the search. "We want them recaptured," said de la Rua. "I've ordered a vast deployment
of security forces across the nation, and it will be difficult for them to get away."
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Ruben Santos, head of the Federal Police, notified Interior Minister Federico Storani of the escape
shortly after it occurred. Storani said an "exhaustive investigation" would be carried out because of
suspicions of internal complicity.
National Security Secretary Enrique Mathov said all personnel on duty at the federal police
detention center when the break occurred had been placed on leave pending the investigation.
Federal Judge Gabriel Cavallo heads the inquiry to determine whether negligence or complicity
allowed the escape. Police said security lapses pointed toward complicity. A door was left open, and
security cameras were shut off at the time of the escape.
"It's clear that there were material and human errors," said Mathov. He said the investigation would
also look into why the two Paraguayans were being held in the police headquarters, which is not
where they should have been held.
Federal Police Operations Director Julio Diaz and Public Security chief Nestor Mola have been
fired, Mathov said on Sept. 19. The Argentine daily newspaper Clarin reported that the bank
accounts of several detained officers were being investigated to see if they had been bribed.
[Sources: Associated Press, Inter Press Service, 09/18/00; Spanish news service EFE, 09/17-19/00;
CNN, Reuters, 09/17/00, 09/19/00; Clarin (Argentina), Pagina 12 (Argentina), 09/19/00; ABC Color
(Paraguay), CNN, 09/20/00]
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